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Overall Composition & Scene

e The cover shows two illustrated figures on a bright yellow background with small, scattered
black speckle marks suggesting sand or ground texture.

e One figure is standing on the left, facing the right, holding a green box labeled “TOENAIL
SHINE 5¢”.

e Another figure is seated on a blue towel or mat at the center-right of the cover.

e Small objects are visible on the towel, including a dark-colored rectangular item and a
handheld object resembling eyewear held up by the seated figure.

Foreground Elements

e Left Figure:
o Short hair with multiple small, evenly spaced cylindrical shapes forming a hair design.
o Wearing red shorts.
o Carries a rectangular green box with white text: “TOENAIL SHINE 5¢.”
o Feet positioned flat on the ground, one slightly forward.
+ Right Figure:
o Seated with legs extended outward.
o Wearing a red one-piece garment with a visible bow-like detail at the chest.
o Holding dark circular items (possibly glasses) in one hand.
o A magazine or booklet lies beside the towel.

Background & Coloration

e The background is a flat yellow field, characteristic of early-1950s Dell humor designs.
e Minor impression marks and faint line art visible beneath the color layer suggest printing or
handling wear.

Text & Branding

o Title at the top: “Marge’s Little Lulu” in large red lettering with a blue banner containing the
smaller word “Marge’s.”

e Top-left: Dell logo inside a cream square, slightly darkened.

e Top-right: "AUGUST" and "10¢".

e Handwritten pencil mark near the top center (looks like “48™).



Condition - Surface

e Cover shows moderate overall gloss loss.

e Noticeable dark scuffs and small marks across the yellow field.
e Small vertical pressure line near the lower left area.

e Light creasing visible near the right edge.

Condition — Edges & Corners

e Spine edge shows visible wear; color has broken along several micro-creases.
e Corners are rounded to varying degrees:

o Top-left corner: mild rounding and tiny abrasion.

o Bottom-left: light rounding.

o Top-right: slightly blunted.

o Bottom-right: mild rounding.

Condition - Spine

e The spine fold shows darkening, rubbing, and small breaks in the color layer.
o Staples not visible from this angle.

Overall Impression

A vibrant but moderately worn front cover with strong color retention. Surface scuffing, pencil
notation, spine wear, and corner rounding are present but the artwork remains clean and fully intact.
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Overall Layout & Structure

The page is a full-page comic-style advertisement arranged in multiple rectangular panels
forming a complete narrative sequence.

The advertisement features a real-world baseball personality (name shown in text), along
with illustrated characters in baseball gameplay situations.

The bottom row includes a cereal advertisement with packaging shown.

Foreground Details

The top-left panel shows a large portrait illustration of an individual wearing a cap with the
letter "P."

The name “Ralph Kiner” is printed in stylized lettering above the portrait.

Adjacent panels show additional illustrated figures participating in baseball action: pitching,
batting, catching, sliding, and fielding.

Several panels depict motion lines, flying baseballs, exaggerated action poses, and dialogue
balloons.

Background Elements

Multiple backgrounds depict a baseball field, including dirt infield, grass outfield, bleachers,
and a crowd.

Some panels contain minimal backgrounds with solid colors or simple shading to emphasize
action.

The bottom-right panel has a cereal box labeled “WHEATIES” with the phrase “Breakfast of
Champions!”

Visible Text (Selected)

“Ralph Kiner Sparks Team in Clutch!”

“It's a high foul!”

"Don’t worry, Kiner can't get it!”

“There's that spark in the clutch!”

“It's a home run!”

"Gee, Ralph, | hope | can do that someday!”
"What have Wheaties got?”

“A whole kernel of wheat in every Wheaties flake!”



Condition - Surface

e Moderate-to-heavy age toning, most visible in the margins.
e Light surface scuffing visible across several panels, especially near the center.
e Slight discoloration at the top edge and bottom edge, consistent with mid-century newsprint

aging.
Condition - Edges & Corners

e Top-left corner: slightly rounded with minor abrasion.

e Top-right: rounded with light wear.

e Bottom-left: moderate rounding with a small crease radiating inward.
e Bottom-right: mild rounding.

¢ Right edge shows several micro-nicks and small rub areas.

Condition - Spine Side

e Spine edge (left) shows visible wear, including small chips, color loss, and darkened abrasion
marks.
e Page remains attached, though the wear suggests significant handling over time.

Color & Print Quality

e Colors remain surprisingly strong: greens, blues, reds, yellows, and skin-tones (illustrated) are
vivid.

e Black outlines are clear and consistent across all panels.

e Minor dot-pattern visibility typical of 1950s four-color process printing.

Overall Impression

A fully intact mid-century Dell back cover advertisement with strong color retention and complete
panel clarity, but with moderate aging, spine-side wear, corner rounding, and surface scuffing
consistent with a well-handled Golden Age comic.
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Title & Issue Information (from top paragraph / indicia)

e Marge’s Little Lulu, Vol. 1, No. 50, Aug. 1952
e Published monthly by Dell Publishing Co., Inc., 261 Fifth Ave., New York 16, N.Y.
e Copyright 1952 by Dell Publishing Co., Inc.
e Price 10 cents
e Subscription rates:
o US.: 1year $1.00; 2 years $1.75
o Canada: 1year $1.10; 2 years $2.00
o Foreign: 1 year $1.50; 2 years $2.70
e Second-class mailing statement included
e “Printed in US.A"
e "Change-of-Address” instructions printed at the end of the paragraph

(Publisher has moved the full indicia block to the top of the page, which is a layout deviation from
earlier issues.)

Comic Strip (Top Section)

e Four-panel monochrome sequence labeled “FORTUNE TELLER.”
e The illustrated figure approaches the storefront window, presses against it, then walks away.
e Panels use simple line art with minimal background detail.

Subscription Comic (Bottom Section)

e Multi-figure panel showing individuals gathered around a U.S. MAIL drop box.

e Speech balloons reference signing up for Little Lulu subscriptions.

e Adjacent advertisement promotes a gold-plated key holder and Dell Comics Club
membership card.

Subscription & Mailing Information (Lower Section)



e Two subscription forms:
o Personal subscription
o Gift subscription
e Includes fields for name, street, city, zone, state.
e Rates match those listed in the indicia.
e Thin dotted rule separates the form blocks.

Condition

e Heavy uniform oxidation (tan-brown), darker at outer edges.

e Gutter shows darkening from age and previous staple oxidation.
¢ No tears, pieces missing, stains, or writing.

e Lines and text remain fully legible.

Overall Impression

The inside front cover retains full clarity despite heavy aging. The publisher-moved indicia block at
the top is fully intact and readable, with all subscription and publication data preserved.
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Overall Layout & Structure

e This is a two-page, full-color story sequence, printed in the traditional Dell four-color
process.

e The pages are divided into uniform rectangular comic panels, arranged in multiple rows
with consistent panel borders.

e The narrative follows a character working on a cloak over several nights, showing effort,
fatigue, and repeated nighttime sewing scenes.

v] Left Page Details

Panel Content
e Panels show an indoor setting with wooden doors, floorboards, a chair, and simple
backgrounds using muted green, beige, and tan tones.

e A figure repeatedly walks toward or away from a doorway, emphasizing movement.
e Several panels show the figure sitting at a table or chair, working with a needle and cloth.

Text / Speech Balloons

Examples include:
e "THE FOOTSTEPS REACHED THE TOP OF THE STAIRS...”

e "I'VEGOT A LITTLE JOB FOR YOU!"
e "“AND IT BETTER BE READY!"

Color & Printing

e Reds, greens, and blues remain strong, though slightly muted by age.
e Black outlines remain readable with no major color misalignment.

Condition - Paper
e Heavy, even oxidation throughout: tan-brown tones especially along the outer edges.
e Slightly darker aging near the gutter and top margin.
e No tears, chips, or missing pieces visible.

Condition - Spine / Gutter

e Centerfold is securely attached at both staples.



e Visible rust migration from staples creates brownish discoloration radiating into the gutter.
e The paper along the fold shows mild stress but no splitting.

v] Right Page Details
Panel Content

e The story continues with night-time scenes shown by “Z Z Z" text placed above the figure in
bed.

e Multiple panels feature sewing, indoor furniture, windows, and a cloak draped over a chair.
e A key narrative progression includes:

o Nightly sewing

o Struggling to stay awake

o Falling asleep after several days of effort

Text / Speech Balloons
Examples include:

e “BY THE THIRD NIGHT..."
e "THE FOURTH NIGHT SHE FELL SOUND ASLEEP.”
e “DAY AND NIGHT SHE SLEPT... AND WORKED."

Color & Printing

e Panels use green, orange, blue, and red base tones.
e Some slight fading in darker regions, but overall clarity remains strong.

Condition - Paper
e Oxidation consistent with left page: tan-brown overall with darker margins.
¢ No visible stains or tears.
e Light waviness from aging (not moisture).

Edges & Corners

e Outer corners rounded slightly.
e Minor edge wear along the right side.



v] Overall Impression

A clean, intact 1952 centerfold with strong print clarity and no structural tearing. Heavy but typical
Golden Age oxidation is present, with rust migration visible at staples but not structurally
compromising the fold. Colors remain consistent and readable across both pages.

v/] Inside Pages Observations
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Below are detailed observations for all four Inside Page photos you uploaded.



v/ Inside Page Set 1

(First image — stair chase sequence leading onto a roof)




Scene & Panel Content

e Multi-panel sequence with two illustrated figures moving through interior spaces including
hallways, stairways, and a rooftop area.

e Panels include:

o A staircase labeled with a “1” at upper left.

o A wall clock indicating approximately 12:15.

o Adirectional sign reading “TO ROOF.”

o A roof setting with angled beams and crossbars, drawn with simple line structures.
e The two figures repeatedly chase each other across the panels.

Background Elements
¢ Indoor hallways with plain wall textures.

e Window frames and door frames depicted with straight lines and light shading.
e Rooftop structural beams are arranged in a grid or scaffold pattern.

Condition - Paper & Surface
e Heavy Golden Age oxidation (tan to medium brown), darkest at edges.
e Minor surface darkening visible near corners.
e No tears, chips, or stains visible.

Condition - Printing

e Colors retain good strength: reds, blues, yellows are consistent.
e Black outlines sharp with no major registration errors.

Edges / Binding

e Left margin shows gutter darkening, typical staple-area oxidation.
* No edge flaking visible.



v/ Inside Page Set 2

(Second image — “Little Lulu” beach sequence)




Scene & Panel Content
e A beach setting with sand, shoreline, water, umbrellas, and clouds.
e Multiple illustrated figures interact in playful and chase sequences.

e Title banner at the top: “Marge’s LITTLE LULU.”

Text Elements

Examples include:

4

“There’s that fresh Wilbur Van Snobbe Alvin! Let's pretend we don't see him.’
“Well, well! Going to take your yearly bath, | see?”

Onomatopoeia “YOMP."”

“There must be something | can do to get even!”

Coloring
e Sand rendered in pale yellow with dotted texture.

e Ocean in layered blue-green tones.
e Umbrella uses orange banding.

Condition - Paper
e Heavy oxidation, especially along lower margin.

e Slight right-edge darkening.
e No tears or writing visible.

Print Quality

e Consistent linework with stable halftone dots.
e No severe fading.



v/

Inside Page Set 3

(Third image — extended cloak-making sequence)

Scene & Panel Content

This page is part of the cloak-making narrative previously seen in centerfold section.
Panels include:

o Sewing scenes at a table.

o Nighttime resting scenes indicated by “Z Z Z" lettering.

o Indoor scenes with windows, beds, tables, and chairs.

o A doorway with a figure entering in the final row.

Text Examples

“That night, instead of going to bed..."
“Hour after hour went by..."

“By the third night...”

“Finally, on the seventh night..."”

Condition - Paper

Very heavy oxidation along the right edge, somewhat darker than left page.
Slight waviness consistent with age.
No visible tears.

Coloring

Consistent muted Golden Age palette: reds, blues, greens.
Black outlines retain clarity.

Binding / Gutter

Rust migration visible on gutter margin from staple area.
Fold appears intact.



v/ Inside Page Set 4

(Fourth image — doll wig / hillside flower story page)
Scene & Panel Content

e Multi-panel sequence showing a hillside with rocks, small plants, and flowers.

e Figures interact over a cliffside path, crawling up rocky terrain, and walking through a street
with storefronts.

e Dialogue and story elements revolve around a doll's wig being replaced or taken.

Text Examples
e "OH, LOOK! THE PRETTY FLOWER!"
e “MY DOLLY'S WIG IT'S GONE!"

e "THAT MAN TOOK IT, | BETCHA!"
e “I'LL SEE IF I CAN BUY ANOTHER WIG FOR HER!"

Background Elements
e Outdoor natural terrain with stylized rocks and contour lines.

e Small buildings with striped awnings and window displays.
e Pathways drawn with simple parallel lines.

Condition - Paper
e Oxidation uniform, slightly lighter in center, darker on right margin.

¢ No staining or tears detected.
e Corners show faint rounding.

Print Quality

e Strong colors with no major misregistration.
e Small areas of dot pattern visible, normal for the period.

v] Overall Impression




All interior pages show heavy but expected oxidation, stable colors, intact structures, and no tears
or missing material. Rust migration from staples appears in varying degrees but does not
compromise page integrity. Artwork across all sets remains fully readable and clear.

v/] Spine Observations
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Overall View & Angle

e The comic is positioned horizontally on a white wire rack.
e The photo is taken from a low side angle, showing the entire spine edge in profile.
e This angle clearly reveals spine curvature, edge wear, and cover alignment.



Spine Shape & Alignment

e The spine appears mostly straight, with only a slight natural curvature from age.
¢ No visible full spine roll to either side.
e The cover lies relatively flat across the rack, indicating no warping or twisting.

Spine Surface Condition

e The spine fold shows areas of color loss where the bright yellow and red inks have worn
away.

e Several small abrasion patches can be seen, especially toward the center of the spine.

e Minor paper thinning is noticeable along the fold line.

Staple Zone

(Note: Individual staples are not visible from this angle, but the surrounding areas show structural
clues.)

e Indentations at the approximate staple locations confirm where the staples sit beneath the
cover.

e No visible swelling, protrusion, or tearing radiating outward.

e The cover remains flush to the interior pages, indicating no immediate separation at the
visible angle.

Edges & Corners

e Bottom spine corner: slight rounding and minor compression.
o Top spine corner: mild wear present but not heavily damaged.
* No large chips or missing material visible from this side profile.



Paper & Surface Aging

e Slight darkening along the spine fold compared to the front cover field.
e This darkening is consistent with Golden Age oxidation and handling.
e The paper shows no signs of brittleness or flaking in this photo angle.

Overall Impression

The spine appears structurally intact with typical 1950s wear, including color loss, mild abrasion,
and slight corner rounding. No major spine roll, no splitting, and no visible detachment from this
angle.

v/ Staples Observations
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| have examined both staple-area photos you uploaded.
Both photos are adequate for evaluation.



v| Upper Staple Observations (First Photo)

Staple Visibility & Metal Condition

e The metal staple is not visible — instead, the area shows a dark brown, solid mass of rust
debris occupying the staple seat.

e The metal has undergone advanced oxidation, to the point that the staple appears fully
corroded, fragmented, or possibly disintegrated inside the paper channel.

Paper Condition Around Staple

e The staple opening has expanded irregularly, creating a horizontally widened tear with
frayed paper fibers.

e The surrounding yellow cover layer shows multiple stress cracks radiating outward.

e Adark brown stain spreads from the staple site into the cover layer — evidence of deep rust
migration.



Structural Integrity

e This staple area is significantly compromised.

e The cover-to-interior attachment is likely weak at this location due to:
o Metal loss
o Paper tearing
o Rust degradation

v] Lower Staple Observations (Second Photo)

Staple Visibility

e The staple is fully visible, unlike the upper staple.
e The metal shows surface rust, darker in recessed areas but not fully deteriorated.



Staple Alignment

e The staple lies flat against the spine, not protruding or misaligned.
e Legs appear to be seated correctly beneath the cover layer.

Paper Condition
e The staple slot displays minor tearing at both ends.
e Paper fibers around the staple show light fraying.
e Rust staining is present but significantly less severe than the upper staple.

Structural Integrity

e This staple remains intact and functional, though weakened by rust.
e The cover appears firmly attached at this location.

v] Overall Impression of Staples

e Upper Staple: Severe deterioration, heavy rust, paper loss, compromised structural hold.
¢ Lower Staple: Moderate rust, light tearing, but still intact and holding.

These staple conditions will significantly impact both the Golden Age and 100-Point structural
scoring.
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Page Flex Response
e The lifted corner bends in a smooth, controlled arc, not forming a sharp angle.

e No cracking, flaking, or edge-shedding is visible along the bend line.
e The page lifts without resistance that would indicate imminent fracture.

Paper Tone & Oxidation

e Heavy oxidation is present: overall deep tan-brown color typical of 1950s newsprint.
e Oxidation is uniform, with darker concentration along the margin shown in the image.

Fiber Condition

e The paper surface shows a dry, matte texture but no fiber separation at the bend.
e No micro-tears appear along the lifted edge.

Mechanical Behavior

e The page maintains structural cohesion during the lift.
e No visual signs of brittleness (no whitening stress lines, no fragmentation).

Overall Impression

The page is heavily oxidized but still flexible, placing it in the “stiff but not brittle” category. It
shows advanced aging but remains structurally safe for handling when done gently.



