
✅ Marge’s Little Lulu Vol. 1 No. 21 

 

📸 Step 1 — Please upload the FRONT COVER 

 



✅ FRONT COVER — Detailed Observations 

Below is a complete and structured description derived directly from the uploaded image, following 

your standardized observation format. 

 

📘 Overall Setting & Layout 

The image displays the complete front cover of Marge’s Little Lulu Vol. 1 No. 21 (Dell Comics). The 

comic is photographed straight-on with even lighting that clearly reveals all major features, textures, 

and wear patterns. 

The cover artwork depicts a character sitting on a green couch reading a book labeled “GHOST 

STORIES”, while surrounded by multiple white, ghost-like figures drawn with expressive line art. The 

theme is humorous and spooky, consistent with early 1950s Little Lulu covers. 

 

📘 Foreground Visual Elements 

• A character sits on a green sofa holding an open yellow book titled “GHOST STORIES.” 

• The character’s hair consists of two circular shapes on top with dark curls down the back. 

• The character’s expression appears startled or concerned, with wide eyes directed toward the 

book. 

• Numerous ghost-like figures—drawn with thin white outlines—hover above, beside, and 

behind the character. 

• The ghosts appear exaggerated and cartoonish, with stylized mouths, teeth, and eyes. 

 

📘 Background Visual Elements 

• Upper background: a deep indigo-blue field taking up the right two-thirds of the cover. 

• Lower and left-side background: various tones of green forming the sofa and floor. 

• Far left spine area contains the Dell Comics branded vertical column. 

 

  



📘 Visible Text & Branding 

Top Title Area 

• Marge’s Little Lulu — large stylized lettering in orange and yellow. 

• “Marge’s” is in orange script, tilted slightly upward. 

• “Little Lulu” is in large yellow letters with thick curves. 

Top Left Area 

• Vertical Dell Comics logo:  

o “DELL COMIC” at the top 

o Small illustration of rain at the bottom edge 

o Price: 10¢ 

o Month: MARCH (printed above the “Little Lulu” title) 

Lower Left Corner 

• Text: “52 pages ALL COMICS!” 

 

✅ Physical Condition Observations 

Corners 

• Top left corner: noticeable rounding and small abrasion; minor surface loss. 

• Top right corner: moderate rounding with mild wear. 

• Bottom corners: both show rounding but are intact and not chipped. 

Edges 

• Left edge/spine side: heavy wear with multiple small tears, paper pulls, and roughness 

typical of Golden Age circulation. 

• Top edge: minor abrasion but no major tearing. 

• Right edge: relatively clean with only slight rubbing. 

Spine Area 

• Significant wear present along the faux-wood blue spine strip. 

• Multiple vertical color-breaking creases. 



• Several small spine chips and paper loss areas. 

• Staples not yet visible in this image, but spine stresses suggest interior staple areas may have 

corresponding fraying. 

Surface Condition 

• Main image area is solid with no stains. 

• Light scuffing present along the right side of the cover. 

• No ink lift or color rubs beyond normal age wear. 

• No water lines, ripples, or discoloration. 

Color Quality 

• Colors remain bright and saturated:  

o Yellow title stands out strongly 

o Deep blue background retains good richness 

o Green couch tones are clean 

o Ghost outlines are sharp white 

Tears / Creases 

• No major tears visible on the cover face. 

• Minimal creasing except at corners and spine stress areas. 

 

✅ Overall Front Cover Impression 

This front cover is eye-catching and bright, with strong illustration appeal characteristic of this run. 

The main defects include: 

• Moderate-to-heavy spine wear 

• Corner rounding 

• Small abrasions along the left edge 

• Slight surface scuffing 

No staining, tears, or structural cover damage are visible. 

This is consistent with a mid-grade Golden Age Dell cover. 

 

 



✅ INSIDE FRONT COVER — Detailed Observations 

Below is a complete, image-based description following your standardized observation format. 

 

 



📘 Overall Setting & Layout 

The image shows the Inside Front Cover of the comic. 

The page is printed entirely in black-and-white line art and contains: 

• A nine-panel comic strip arranged in a 3 × 3 grid, titled “ALVIN” at the top. 

• A publication and copyright block printed across the bottom margin. 

• The right edge shows part of the adjoining first color story page. 

Lighting is even, capturing page tone, edges, and structural condition. 

 

📘 Foreground Content (Comic Strip Panels) 

The panels depict a sequence involving a large, pyramid-stacked structure made of small round 

objects (likely fruit or balls) placed on a table. 

Characters interact physically with the stack in an escalating gag. 

Panel Descriptions: 

Row 1: 

• Panel 1: A character approaches the large stacked pile. 

• Panel 2: The character stands next to it, reaching or examining the pile. 

• Panel 3: Another view of the character contemplating the stack. 

Row 2: 

• Panel 4: Character disturbs the pile; several objects begin falling. 

• Panel 5: The pile begins collapsing. 

• Panel 6: The character reacts with an expressive gesture while items roll everywhere. 

Row 3: 

• Panel 7: Character is nearly buried in fallen objects. 

• Panel 8: Another character arrives, observing the mess. 

• Panel 9: Character panics or gestures energetically as the pile now covers the floor. 

The artwork is cleanly printed with typical Little Lulu humor styling: exaggerated movements, simple 

lines, minimal background. 



 

📘 Background & Marginal Elements 

• Page edges show natural signs of aging. 

• Right inner margin curves slightly due to the comic being held open. 

• Bottom text block includes publishing data (Dell Publishing Co.), printing details, and 

copyright text. 

All visible text is clear and unbroken. 

 

✅ Physical Condition Observations 

Paper Toning 

• Uniform medium-to-dark Golden Age toning throughout. 

• Slightly darker banding near the top edge, common for upright storage over decades. 

• No heavy browning or brittleness evident. 

Corners 

• Top left corner: noticeable rounding and softening, slight crease visible. 

• Bottom left corner: frayed and rough but not torn. 

• Right corners: softened from handling but intact. 

Edges & Margins 

• Left outer edge shows mild roughness. 

• Inner (gutter) margin shows darkened toning but no tearing, staple pull, or separation. 

• No chips or missing pieces along edges. 

Surface Condition 

• Minor scattered specks consistent with aging newsprint. 

• No stains, moisture rings, ink smears, or fingerprints. 

• No writing, pencil lines, or crayon marks. 

Print Quality 

• The black line art prints clearly with no noticeable fading. 



• No ink transfer visible from the facing page. 

• No registration issues (this is B&W). 

 

✅ Overall Inside Front Cover Impression 

This page presents as: 

• Structurally solid 

• Fully intact 

• Well-toned but flexible 

• Clean with no liquid damage or writing 

The only notable issues are: 

• Moderate corner wear 

• Top-edge darkening 

• Typical age toning 

All consistent with a mid-grade Golden Age interior page. 

 

  



✅ CENTERFOLD — Detailed Observations 

Below is a full, structured, image-based analysis following your standardized observation style. 

 

 

 



📘 Overall Setting & Layout 

The photo shows the comic opened naturally to the centerfold, revealing both facing interior story 

pages. The two pages are composed entirely of full-color sequential panels, each page arranged in 

a grid layout typical of Little Lulu stories. 

The centerfold appears flat without forced pressing, and staple areas are visible along the inner spine 

margin. 

Lighting is even and reveals paper tone, color fidelity, and structural details. 

 

✅ Left Page — Content Description 

Panel Layout 

• The left-hand page consists of six rectangular color panels, arranged in a column-like 

vertical grid. 

Foreground Story Elements 

The panels depict a sequence involving: 

• A character opening or approaching a doorway (accompanied by a visual “BANG!”). 

• Characters moving up a staircase and calling out verbally (e.g., “HEY, LULU!!”). 

• A sleeping character being approached or shaken awake. 

• Playful behavior, such as the character using a “kitchie kitchie kitchie!” tickling gesture. 

• Reactions from characters lying in bed under a blue check-pattern blanket. 

Background Elements 

• Architectural details such as:  

o Staircase railing 

o Doorways 

o Bedroom furnishings and windows 

• Color fields are consistent with Little Lulu’s classic palette (yellows, reds, blues, greens). 

  



Text Elements (Visible in Panels) 

Examples include: 

• “BANG!” 

• “Hey, Lulu!!” 

• “Hey wake up Lulu!!” 

• “Kitchie kitchie kitchie!” 

(All text is legible and clean.) 

 

✅ Right Page — Content Description 

Panel Layout 

• The right-hand page contains eight panels arranged in vertical sequence. 

Foreground Story Elements 

These panels show: 

• Characters sitting on a bed having a conversation. 

• Word balloons with story cues such as wanting to hear a story. 

• Characters expressing reactions through gestures. 

• A humorous narrative with a character telling a “happy story,” including:  

o A girl laughing uncontrollably at everything she encounters. 

o A bright red fire hydrant panel at the bottom right. 

Text Elements 

Representative dialogue includes: 

• “Now I'm wide-awake! Listen, Alvin, what's the idea?” 

• “Tell me a story!” 

• “Sniff?” 

• “Tell me a happy story.” 

• “HA! HA! HA!” 

• “A fire hydrant! HA! HA!” 

(All text is clear, unobstructed, and fully printed.) 



 

✅ Staples & Spine (Centerfold-Specific) 

Staple Visibility 

• The center staples are visible along the inner margin. 

• Staples appear fully attached with no pulling, tearing, or misalignment visible from this 

angle. 

Paper at Spine Fold 

• Mild darkening along the fold from natural aging. 

• Slight waviness near the spine but no cracks or split lines. 

• Paper integrity is strong. 

 

✅ Paper Quality Observations 

Toning 

• Pages show medium Golden Age toning, darker near the edges. 

• Toning is uniform and does not show brittleness indicators in this image. 

Edges & Corners 

• Inner edges (against the spine) show normal reader wear but no tearing. 

• Outer corners are lightly rounded. 

• No edge chips or frayed sections. 

Surface Condition 

• Light speckling typical of aged newsprint. 

• No stains, writing, or discoloration. 

• No moisture ripples or spotting. 

Color & Ink 

• Colors remain vibrant:  

o Bold reds, blues, and greens retain saturation 



o No ink lift, smearing, or offset transfer 

• Register alignment appears good across all panels. 

 

✅ Overall Centerfold Impression 

This centerfold is in solid, well-preserved mid-grade condition, showing: 

• ✅ Strong, bright color 

• ✅ Fully attached staples 

• ✅ No stains, tears, or writing 

• ✅ Good structural integrity 

• ✅ Natural but moderate toning with no brittleness indicators 

A clean, healthy Golden Age centerfold. 

 

  



✅ BACK COVER — Detailed Observations 

Below is a precise, image-based analysis following your standardized observation format. 

  

 



📘 Overall Setting & Layout 

The back cover features a classic Dell subscription-style advertisement centered around Little Lulu 

mailing gifts to readers. 

Key elements: 

• A large illustrated panel showing a character reaching up to place a letter into a green U.S. 

MAIL box mounted on a wooden post. 

• A dark navy speech-bubble banner reading: “I JUST LOVE TO MAIL ALL MY FRIENDS A 

FREE GIFT — Little Lulu”. 

• Two large text blocks: a fan-letter styled note and a promotional paragraph about Dell 

Comics. 

• A promotional offer for 5 color illustrations of Little Lulu, plus subscription prices for 

1-year, 2-year, and 3-year terms. 

• Small illustrated panels of Lulu and other characters across the bottom. 

The overall layout is bright, playful, and typical of Dell’s 1940s–50s house advertising style. 

 

✅ Foreground Content (Advert Details) 

Upper Section 

• Character placing a letter in a green mailbox labeled “U.S. MAIL.” 

• A large navy banner with bold white lettering promoting a “FREE GIFT.” 

Center Section 

A letter-format block addressed to readers, containing: 

• “Marge’s Little Lulu comics” header 

• A note explaining specially posed photographs and gifts 

• A facsimile signature for “Little Lulu” 

A long promotional paragraph explains: 

• How readers can enjoy Little Lulu monthly 

• How characters like Tubby and his gang appear 

• How subscriptions provide regular entertainment 



Lower Section 

• A cartoon character pointing at subscription terms:  

o 12 issues — $1.00 

o 24 issues — $1.85 

o 36 issues — $2.70 

• A series of full-color sample images presented in a small horizontal strip:  

o Three small pictures of Lulu performing activities 

o One offering 5 full-color illustrations FREE 

• A character in a red dress gesturing upward toward the offer. 

All text is fully readable. 

 

✅ Physical Condition Observations 

Paper Aging & Toning 

• Uniform medium-to-dark Golden Age toning, heavier toward top-left and outer edges. 

• Some oxidation spotting visible near the top margin. 

• Toning consistent with natural age, not moisture. 

Edges & Corners 

• Top left corner: Mild rounding with a small crease and visible darkening. 

• Top right corner: Noticeable rounding and minor wear. 

• Bottom corners: Both rounded, bottom left slightly more worn. 

• Edges:  

o Left edge shows moderate abrasion and small stress lines. 

o Right edge cleaner, with mild wear only. 

o Bottom edge shows a small roughened area but no chips. 

Surface Condition 

• Light surface scuffing across lower right and near the fold. 

• A few scattered dark specks (likely foxing or age spots). 

• No water stains, ring marks, rippling, or tide lines. 

• No writing, pen, pencil, or crayon present. 

Color Condition 



• Colors remain fairly bright:  

o Red dress, yellow text, green mailbox, and navy banner still retain solid saturation. 

• Minor fading is present but evenly distributed, not patchy. 

Structural Condition 

• Back cover lies flat. 

• No tearing along edges. 

• No punctures, holes, or piece loss. 

• Minor diagonal handling crease not extending across the page. 

 

✅ Overall Back Cover Impression 

This back cover is clean and attractive, with: 

• ✅ Strong colors 

• ✅ No stains or tears 

• ✅ Structurally sound borders 

• ✅ A complete and readable subscription ad 

Primary defects are age-related: 

• Moderate corner rounding 

• Mild surface wear 

• Even-but-darkened toning 

• Light foxing 

• Abrasion along left edge 

Overall, this aligns with a solid mid-grade Golden Age back cover consistent with the rest of the 

issue. 

 

  



✅ SPINE — Detailed Observations 

 

 



 

 



📘 Overall Setting 

• The first photo shows the comic placed sideways on a wire rack, providing a clear spine-roll 

profile and allowing the spine edge to be viewed horizontally. 

• The other two images show extreme close-ups of the staple zones and adjacent spine 

material. 

Lighting is strong and angled in a way that reveals color breaks, chipping, fiber lift, and staple 

condition. 

 

✅ 1. Spine Shape & Structure 

Spine Roll 

• The comic exhibits a moderate spine roll, tilting slightly toward the front cover. 

• The roll is clearly visible in the angled shot, where the cover slopes downward from right to 

left. 

• This is consistent with repeated reading and prolonged pressure against the left side when 

stored. 

Spine Line Condition 

• Extensive color-breaking along the spine, especially visible in close-up regions. 

• The blue faux-wood Dell spine pattern is broken, worn, and interrupted by material loss. 

• Paper abrasion along the entire length, with areas where the cover layer is worn to beige 

backing paper. 

 

  



✅ 2. Upper Staple Area (Close-up 2 of 3) 

Staple Condition 

• Staple metal is visible and slightly darkened, indicating mild oxidation. 

• Staple legs remain flat against the spine—no warping or bending. 

Surrounding Paper Condition 

• Noticeable paper loss around the staple exit hole. 

• Linear chip running horizontally through the staple area, exposing white/gray fibrous 

underlayer. 

• Small cracks radiating from the staple suggest repeated tension. 

Ink & Surface Wear 

• Blue coloring around section shows heavy flaking. 

• Abraded areas reveal cream-colored paper beneath. 

 

✅ 3. Lower Staple Area (Close-up 3 of 3) 

Staple Condition 

• Staple fully seated, but oxidation is more pronounced than at the upper staple. 

• Metal coloration suggests long-term surface rust, though not structurally compromised. 

Surrounding Paper Condition 

• The most severe wear of all three spine zones:  

o Large flakes of color loss 

o Deep abrasions 

o Jagged paper disruption around the staple exit point 

o Small indentation beneath staple where surrounding paper has compressed inward 

Structural Integrity 

• Despite wear, the staple still holds both covers and interior pages without visible 

detachment. 



 

✅ 4. Spine Ends 

Top of Spine 

• Mild rounding 

• Small abrasion but no open split 

• Color chipped at the very top edge 

Bottom of Spine 

• More severe paper roughness 

• Small crease and crushed fibers 

• Still no full separation or splitting 

 

✅ Overall Spine Impression 

This spine shows significant cosmetic wear but remains structurally sound, with: 

✅ Strengths 

• Both staples firmly attached 

• No complete spine splits 

• No ripping or detachment 

• Roll is moderate, not extreme 

⚠️ Defects Matching Typical Mid-Grade Golden Age Wear 

• Multiple color-breaking stress lines 

• Heavy chipping and abrasion around staples 

• Moderate spine roll 

• Oxidized staples 

• Paper loss along the spine edge 

• Frayed fibers at staple holes 

This aligns with a VG-range spine (once scoring is applied through your templates). 

 
  



✅ INSIDE PAGES — Detailed Observations 

 

📄 Inside Page 1 (IMG_0781.jpeg) 

 



Overall Setting 

A full-color story page containing nine rectangular panels arranged in a vertical grid. This page 

appears to conclude a story arc involving characters interacting in a bedroom and stairway setting. 

Foreground Content 

• Scenes show characters in bed, waking up, talking, and moving between rooms. 

• Dialogue topics include sleepiness, taking naps, time of day, and responding to another 

character named Alvin. 

• Final panels include a character walking down the stairs with a caption “the end.” 

Background Elements 

• Bedroom settings with beds, blankets, doors, a rocking chair, and stairs. 

• Blue checkered blanket appears in multiple panels. 

• Interiors depicted with simple solid-color walls and sparse furniture. 

Condition Observations 

• Toning: Medium-to-dark toning; darker along outer edges. 

• Edges: Top and bottom edges show wear and roughness. 

• Corners: Rounded; lower-left corner slightly more frayed. 

• Surface: Small scattered specks typical of aging; no stains. 

• Color: Good saturation; reds and blues remain bright. 

• Binding: Inner spine margin shows mild darkening but no tearing. 

 

  



📄 Inside Page 2 (IMG_0783.jpeg) 

 

Overall Setting 

Full-color page introducing a Tubby story titled “Tubby the Gambler.” Contains six rectangular 

panels. 



Foreground Content 

• Tubby walking outdoors through wooded scenery. 

• A wooden clubhouse structure with the sign “NO GIRLS ALLOWED.” 

• Tubby interacts with boxes, tools, and household objects. 

• Story elements include building/setting up something inside the clubhouse. 

Background Elements 

• Trees, fences, and simple grassy landscapes. 

• Interior of a wooden shed with minimal details. 

Condition Observations 

• Toning: Heavy along the outer edges; consistent with Golden Age newsprint. 

• Edges: Slight roughness but no chips or tears. 

• Corners: Rounded but intact. 

• Surface: Clean surfaces; no writing or foxing. 

• Color: Strong palettes with greens and browns well preserved. 

• Binding: Tight inner margin, no separation. 

 

📄 Inside Page 3 (IMG_0782.jpeg) 

Overall Setting 

Full-color page titled “Little Lulu — The Man Hunter.” Contains eight story panels. 

Foreground Content 

• Characters discuss tracking scents and following clues. 

• Features a dog character involved in “tracking” sequences. 

• Dialogue includes teasing, debates about skill, and playful banter. 

Background Elements 

• Outdoor scenes with fences, pathways, steps, trees, and lawns. 

• Indoor panels include simple bedroom or hallway backdrops. 

Condition Observations 



• Toning: Medium–dark toning, slightly heavier at top edge. 

• Edges: Clean with very minor abrasion. 

• Corners: Rounded; lower corners show slight softening. 

• Surface: No stains, no water damage, no writing. 

• Color: Bright red in Lulu’s dress still strong; blues and greens unaffected. 

• Binding: No tearing at the gutter. 

 

📄 Inside Page 4 (IMG_0779.jpeg) 

Overall Setting 

Full-color page titled “Little Lulu — The Ventriloquist.” Contains seven panels. 

Foreground Content 

• Characters interact with a mirror that appears to “talk.” 

• Includes a dramatic “CRASH!” panel where a character falls backward. 

• Story revolves around illusions, confusion, and repeated attempts to talk to the mirror. 

Background Elements 

• Indoor spaces with tables, chairs, dressers, and mirrors. 

• The furniture uses teal and orange contrasting colors. 

Condition Observations 

• Toning: Deepest toning of all four pages; brownish hue near top. 

• Edges: Slight roughness but no significant damage. 

• Corners: Rounded but intact. 

• Surface: Minor speckles; no liquid staining. 

• Color: Still vibrant; mild fade in yellow areas but nothing severe. 

• Binding: Firm attachment; no gutter tears. 

 

✅ Overall Interior Page Impression 

Across all four inside pages: 



✅ Strengths 

• Strong color retention 

• No tears, chips, or structural damage 

• No stains, foxing, writing, or moisture marks 

• All pages remain flexible (brittleness test pending) 

• Centerfold and interior pages appear well-secured 

⚠️ Age-Expected Wear 

• Medium-to-heavy toning 

• Slight corner rounding 

• Mild outer-edge roughness 

These pages are consistent with a solid mid-grade Golden Age interior block, similar to your prior 

issues. 

 
  



✅ BRITTLENESS TEST — Detailed Observations 

Below is a complete structural analysis of the uploaded photo, following your standardized 

brittleness-test format. 

  

 



📘 Overall Setting & Image Description 

The image shows a close-up of an interior page corner being gently lifted between two fingers. 

The lifted page reveals the lower page beneath it, allowing clear visibility of: 

• Edge flex behavior 

• Fiber integrity 

• Surface texture 

• Toning depth 

• Any cracking, splitting, or chipping 

The lighting is close, bright, and angled correctly to reveal fibers and brittleness indicators. 

 

✅ Paper Behavior During the Bend 

Flexibility 

• The page bends in a smooth, controlled curve. 

• There is no snapping, no stiffness, and no sudden fold line. 

• The lifted corner retains its shape and does not fracture. 

Edge Response 

• The outer corner remains intact. 

• No micro-tears, no flaking, and no splitting appear along the bend. 

• Even though the page shows deep toning, the fibers remain strong. 

 

✅ Paper Fiber Condition 

Fiber Cohesion 

• The paper fibers stay tightly bonded while bent. 

• No evidence of fiber separation along the fold edge. 

• No “shedding” or paper dust is visible. 

  



Surface Condition 

• The surface is smooth despite age. 

• No brittleness ripples appear when flexed. 

 

✅ Toning vs. Brittleness 

Though the page shows heavy Golden Age browning, especially at the edges: 

• The behavior is supple, not brittle. 

• The toning is oxidation-related, not fiber failure. 

• This is typical for well-preserved early-1950s Dell newsprint. 

 

✅ No High-Risk Brittleness Indicators Present 

None of the following are visible: 

• ❌ Edge cracking 

• ❌ Corner flaking 

• ❌ Break lines forming during bending 

• ❌ Paper “snap” 

• ❌ Fragment shedding 

This page demonstrates healthy structural flexibility for its era. 

 

✅ Brittleness Test Rating 

8 / 10 — Aged but flexible 

(Matches the rating you’ve used in previous assessments when the paper is toned but fully supple.) 

 


